163rd Listowel Agricultural Fair

Farming by the Seeds of Our Plants

Greetings from John Nater,
MP Perth-Wellington
After 163 incredible years of history in North Perth, the Listowel
Fair is older than Confederation. That history is an integral part of this
region’s heritage and culture going back generations.
The Listowel Agricultural Society, its Board, and especially its
volunteers are the centerpiece of this event and I would like to personally
thank everyone involved for the countless hours of work they have given to
organizing the Fair. I would l also like to express my appreciation for the
support of the community, local organizations, business and the
municipality for all they do to make the fair a success every year.
The landscape of agriculture has changed dramatically over the
last 160-plus years, Technology and innovation have transformed the
industry and that transformation has been fueled by the hardworking
farmers and farm families in rural Canada.
I hope everyone will take this opportunity to celebrate our rural roots with
neighbours, friends and loved ones
throughout the weekend.
On behalf of the Parliament of Canada I would like to congratulate all those involved, past and present,
for making the fair the success it is today.

Greetings from Randy Pettapiece,
MPP Perth-Wellington
For the past 163 years, the Listowel Fair has brought together
family and friends to celebrate our agriculture roots. To reach
such a milestone is a testament of your commitment to your
community and rural traditions.
Over the years, agriculture and farming has seen many changes.
It is constantly innovating and adapting, yet it stays true to its
roots of hard work and dedicated people and communities.
Thank you to the Board of Directors and volunteers for their
tireless work in organizing this annual event. Thank you to the
sponsors and everyone who takes part in this outstanding tradition.
It is my hope that locals and visitors will rediscover the joys of farming at this year’s Listowel Fair. The opportunities in
agriculture and our rural communities are almost limitless.
On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I want to wish everyone a wonderful 163rd Listowel Fair.

Randy Pettapiece
Greetings from
Walter McKenzie,
Warden, County of Perth
As the Warden of Perth County, I am very pleased to welcome you to the 2019 Listowel
Fair.
Held every year on the third weekend of July, this fair is one of the highlights of the
County’s summer schedule of events. With Perth County being home to over 200,000
hectares of prime agricultural land, this fair and others like it represent a very important
aspect of the County’s unique blend of rural and small town life. Since its inception in
1856, the Listowel Fair has been a showcase for the agricultural industry in the North
Perth area and a source of fun and entertainment for the whole family to enjoy.
On behalf of the County of Perth, I would like to thank the Fairboard and all of the
hardworking volunteers, whose passion and enthusiasm make this event the successful
one it is!
Congratulations to everyone on another fantastic year
and all the best for the years to come!

Walter McKenzie
Page 7

163rd Listowel Agricultural Fair

Farming by the Seeds of Our Plants

PRESIDENTS OF THE LISTOWEL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
1868 W.G. Daly
1877 D.D. Campbell
1880 D.D. Hay
1918-24 W.B. Shearer
1924-26 Percy Davidson
1927-30 F.J Wilson
1931-33 John McCracken
1934-36 A.E. Rennie
1937-38 W.H. Good
1939 W.F. McLaughlin
1940-42 J.M. Cumberland
1943 George Fisher
1944-45 Herb Berlett
1946-47 George Fisher
1948 Gordon Jackson
1949-50 Tom Dickson

1951-52 Lawson Cross
1953-54 Stan Coghlin
1955-56 Don Street
1957-58 George Fisher
1959-60 John Coghlin
1961-64 Lorne Hewitt
1964-65 Albert Carson
1966-67 Mac Thompson
1968-69 Rae Bender
1970 Sam Horn
1971-73 John McMillan
1974-75 Wayne Hartung
1976-78 Gordon Alexander
1979-80 Doug Aitchison
1981-82 Howard Bender
1983-85 Allan Royce

1986-88 Gordon Alexander
1989-90 Vince Judge
1991-92 John Koobs
1993-94 Steve Dolson
1995-96 Robert Martin
1997-99 Ralph Coneybeare
2000-01 Paul Erwin
2002-03 Lee Anne Andriessen
2004-05 Kevin Semple
2006 Brian Coghlin
2007-08 Elizabeth Johnston
2009-10 Penny Hawthorne
2011-12 Richard Martin
2013-14 Rodger Schildroth
2015-16 Stephanie Robertson
2017-18 Jim Robinson
2019-present Elizabeth Johnston

PRESIDENTS OF THE HOMECRAFT LADIES DIVISION
1944-45 Mrs. Ed Weber
1946-48 Mrs. E. McKee
1949-50 Mrs. Gordon Jackson
1951-52 Edith McLaughlin
1953-54 Mrs. Kurt Wahl
1955-56 Greta Reid
1957-58 Zelda Smith
1959-60 Agnes McCutcheon
1961-63 Edith Porterfield
1964-65 Helen Whitfield
1966-67 Phyllis Thompson
1968-69 Vera Thompson
1970 Almeda Halbert
1971-73 Mabel Everitt

1974 Stella Hamilton
1975 Mrs. Reuben Orth
1976-78 Phyllis Thompson
1979-80 Eleanor Bowman
1981-82 Barb Pinkney
1983-84 Everdina Bender
1985-86 Vola Purcell
1987-88 Mary Mortimer
1989-90 Phyllis Thompson
1991-92 Robina Alexander
1993-94 Vola Purcell
1995-96 Barb Pinkney
1997-99 Charlene Hayden

SECRETARY-TREASURERS

* amalgamation into one organization

1931-43 James Cleland
1943-54 W.J. Roberts
1954-55 Wes Moore
1957-87 Elmer Bean
1987-90 Barbara Mallard
1990-95 Grace Bender
1995-present Lynne Fallis

Greetings from Todd Kasenberg, Mayor
Municipality of North Perth
When I look back 163 years ago – my forebears, at least on the Kasenberg
side, were on the farm. In fact, I’ve seen that farm, and it was one of those amazing
moments in time when you feel the connections that connect us with our past and our
future.
As head of Council of the Municipality of North Perth, it is my pleasure to welcome your
participation in the 163rd Listowel Agricultural Fair. The amazing work undertaken by the Listowel
Agricultural Society this year to prepare, as always, an outstanding and memorable event is greatly
appreciated.
This year’s theme, “Farming by the Seeds of Our Plants”, playfully reminds us of the creativity and
perseverance required to bring the land alive and good food to people. It is my hope that over your Fair
experience, you will see both agricultural tradition and innovation, and with me, thank those who are
making their mark in agriculture. North Perth has a bright future in both agriculture and agricultural technology, and I am doing my part as Mayor to create a vivid vision.
This Fair is the opportunity to unite us all in the celebration of agriculture and food! I absolutely
love being a witness to our food sources, and to food outcomes – like the best baking found anywhere in
Ontario! (Our contest will demonstrate that to you!)
Thank you to all of the volunteers who have worked hard, and who give their all over this weekend, to further the tradition. You
should expect to see me in the ranks of that group.
Again, welcome to our wonderful celebration of agriculture! It is one of those dominant reasons why
we are North Perth Proud! Have a great weekend!

Todd Kasenberg
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