
   GRAND OPENING 
   OF THE LISTOWEL AGRICULTURAL FAIR 

    THURSDAY, JULY 13th 
  Schedule of Events: 

 Parade starts at Livingstone Park, 7pm  
 Opening Ceremonies following the parade 

Official Opening of the 161st Listowel Fair by 
Corbyn Smith, World Champion Team Canada Sledge Hockey Team 

 

Special Entertainment for the evening provided by 

James Speer, Royal Canadian Legion All Ontario              

Primary (Grades 1 to 3) Public Speaking Champion! 
James Speer is nine years old and lives on a hobby farm outside of Wingham 

with his brother Ben and parents Dave and Margaret Speer. Like many kids his 

age, James loves hockey, baseball and golf and also takes drum, vocal and                  

guitar lessons. James has also displayed his musical & theatrical talent as a two 

time cast member with the Musical Theatre company, Studio 410 in Teeswater. 

On his journey to win the provincial competition, James had to win in his                  

classroom, in the Grade 3 Speak off at Maitland River Elementary School in 

Wingham, and then the Primary Division at the school. From there he won at 

the Wingham Legion and then the Zone, District and Area Levels which led him 

to the provincial competition, hosted in Stratford in May 2017.                                                                                                      

The Listowel Agricultural Society welcomes James to the Listowel Fair! 

Corbyn Smith, 18, from Monkton, Ontario has been playing 

sledge hockey since 2003 at the age of 5. Because of the 

cancer that he had when he was younger, he was unable to 

play hockey until he found sledge hockey. 

After starting his sledge hockey career in Hensall, Corbyn 

started playing in Kitchener-Waterloo where his skills really 

started to develop.  He got the opportunity to play for Team 

Ontario for a couple of seasons before being invited to play 

for the National Development Team where he played for 

two seasons before making the National Team this past  

September.  Corbyn never thought that playing sledge             

hockey every weekend in a small town would turn into one 

of the most unforgettable moments of his life.  

Corbyn travelled to South Korea in April 2017 for the World Sledge Hockey Championships. The team played seven 

games in nine nights and won six of those games. They lost to the USA in the preliminary round of the tournament 

but met the USA again in the finals and got their revenge beating the USA 4 to 1. In Corbyn’s words, “Coming back 

home to Canada with a World Championship Gold Medal is an experience that not many people get to experience 

and I am very grateful.” 

The Listowel Ag Society welcomes & congratulates Corbyn as he officially opens the 161st Listowel Agricultural Fair! 

Ambassador Competition to follow. 

James’ speech topic is                            

‘Adults Say the Weirdest Things!’ 


